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THB

SIEGE OP DANTZIC

IN 1813.

FRANCE has been invaded, but not vanquished,

nor is her military glory eclipsed, by those events

which have preceded the return of the Bourbons.

Even the coaljlced powers, those who partitioned

Poland, after having conquered it, entered on our

territory with that respect, which those heroic deeds,

that for twenty years have shed an illustrious splen-

dour on the French Arms, demanded from them.

Our trophies still remain unmoved, our standards

are yet erect
;
nor should the confidence inspired

by our physical strength be weakened, by those

occurrences which have taken place.

Why then, instead of demonstrating those great
and sublime truths, to which, it would be, perhaps,

necessary to call the attention of the French Peo-

ple, at a moment when reverses may have humili-

ated, and sunk them in their own opinion, or at

least have saddened and discouraged them, why
have writers in pamphlets and news-papers devoted





their pens to political subjects, touched upon in

the most superficial manner ? Rarely do we see

that polemical writings, or even deliberative* as-

semblies, produce happy results for the public

weal, and in a government like ours, it would

be perhaps better, according to an expression used

by Marshal, the Prince de Ligne, that our con-

fidence should be greater, and our laws less.

The plain unadorned recital of facts, which

illustrate national honour, is undoubtedly far pre-
ferable to the systems, remonstrances, and dis-

cussions of pretended politicians, whose seeming
zeal is stimulated by intrigue, necessity, or vanity.
Our ancestors read very little, except those books

which narrated the glorious feats and atchieve-

ments, of a few illustrious characters. Their

study was the lives of a Bertrand du Guesclin, of

a La Hire, or of a Bayard, yet they possessed as

much courage, loyalty and wisdom, as we do,

and their happiness was greater.

Those reflections have induced me to give an

exact detail of a Siege, honourable to the French

name ; whatever may have been the goverment,
under which the glorious deeds I am about to relate

have been performed, they now form a part of

the inheritance of the Bourbons, and the laurels

which adorn the brows of our heros, are now

closely interwoven with the Lillies of the Crown.

The siege of Dantzic of which I shall give

a faithful history, forms one of the most interesting



episodes of the late war. If we had in the relation

of this event only to consider, the bravery of our

soldiers, or those military virtues, which shone

with splendour in almost all the sieges our arms

have sustained, a particular and circumstantial

recital would be unnecessary ; but a concurrence

of unheard of circumstances, renders the siege of

Dantzic, more remarkable than any event of the

kind we read of. We cannot hear without emotion,

of those French Soldiers, who for an entire year,

braved with resignation and intrepidity, the com-

plicated horrors of hunger, cold, pestilence, and

war, separated from their beloved country, by a

distance of twelve hundred miles, and surrounded

by numerous armies, and entire nations panting
for their destruction. The chief of the French

Government has been generally blamed, for having
left amidst remote ramparts, bounded by frozen

waters, so many brave men, whose courage was

unavailing to the operations that were to be pur-

sued, such is the judgment formed of the deter-

mination to keep possession of Dantzic, from the

sad termination which resulted ; but the situation of

Napoleon, imposed on him the duty of holding that

important place, where he had vast magazines,
one hundred and twenty thousand muskets, an im-

mense depot of grain and clothing, and twelve

millions, raised off the Dutchy of Courland.

Those magazines and riches which could not be

carried off, amidst the disorder and precipitate

retreat, which in an unforeseen manner terminated
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the campaign of Moscow, would alone have been

sufficient to justify the resistance made at Dantzic*

had not a motive still more noble, rendered its

preservation an imperious duty. The thirtieth

division of infantry, and fifteen hundred dragoons
cantoned in Mecklenburgh, had received peremp-

tory orders to march towards Koeningsberg, to

support the grand army, which from the rigour of

a dreadful season, and the efforts of an enemy,
whose confidence and boldness were encouraged by
our misfortunes, fell back on every side. This di-

vision was fifteen thousand men strong, if that

character could be given to youthful conscripts, of

which it was almost entirely composed. The fa-

tigue of forced marches had wasted away the

strength of those feeble soldiers, when on their

arrival at Labiau, they were witnesses of the tu-

multuous retreat of the wreck of the grand army.
Rallied by the corps of Marshal the Duke of

Tarentuui (Macdonald,) they made good a retreat

the miseries of which they could not much longer
have supported ; had they been obliged to sustain

a few marches more, those harrassed soldiers,

would have fallen into the hands of the enemy,
or must have remained on the Prussian roads, had

not the gates of Dantzic been opened to offer

them a refuge. A vast number of other troops,

and particularly a train of artillery, consisting of

sixty pieces of cannon arrived about the same time

in the city. On taking an account of the force of

the garrison, the numbers amounted to thirty-three

thousand men, but by a most singular diversity,



and which must evince the disorderly retreat from

Moscow, those thirty-three thousand men belonged
to a number of different nations.

Count Rapp was the Governor of Dantzic,

nor was it possible to confide a post of equal peril

and difficulty, to one better calculated to fulfil

its arduous duties ; he was equally fitted to animate

the energy of his troops, by the example of his

own brilliant valour, or to give spirit to the hopes
of those who sought for honours or advancement,

by the very great influence and weight, which the

attachment of this highly distinguished officer, to

the Emperor Napoleon, had merited from him.

The Governor was nobly supported by generals of

the first merit. M. Campredon, General of Divi-

sion, commanded the engineers, the direction of

which corps was entrusted to M. Richmont, Co-

lonel of that Corps, an Officer brave and inde-

fatigable, animated by the most romantic honour,

and recalling to memory those chivalric virtues

attached to his name. General Lepin, so emi-

nently distinguished by those talents which placed
him in the first rank, of superior officers, com-

manded the artillery. The divisions of infantry

were under the orders of the Generals Heudelet

and Grand Jean, both equally fitted to advise in

council, or direct in battle ; under the command
of the latter, was a Corps of Bavarians and Poles,

amongst whom shone particularly conspicuous

the brave and amiable Prince Michael Radzivill.

General Detres Aid de Camp to the Ring of

Naples, was at the head of the division of Net-

B
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politans, General Cavaignac commanded two th'oii-

sand horse; the marine was under the direction of

Rear Admiral Dumanoir ; Monsieur de Herecourt

filled the duties of Major General, Chief of the

Staff; the long residence of this officer in Dantzic,

joined to his personal merit, made him valuable

in a double capacity. M. Bartoneuf directed the

management of civil affairs, with equal zeal, and

disinterestedness.

Dantzic, situated at the Mouth of the Vistula,

and washed on one side by that river, is one of the

most considerable cities of the continent, by its

size, commerce, riches, and strength. To the

north it is covered by vast inundations, which at

that side render it inaccessible, on the South it i

defended by formidable redoubts, on its walls

were mounted six hundred pieces of cannon.

However, the immense works ordered by the

Emperor Napoleon, had not yet been finished*

and the system of defence was as yet imperfect ;

tut what particularly alarmed the garrison, was

the dreadful coldness of the weather which had

frozen the immense waters, by which one side of

the city was protected, in such a manner, that

those mounds and marshes formed by nature to

serve as a kind of humid rampart for its defence,

became transformed into solid plains, which might

easily afford to the besiegers access to the place.
In order to oppose anew to the enemy, a barrier

of waters, the officers of engineers determined on

breaking theice. This was an incessant task, pain-
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ful and destructive to a crowd of soldiers, who

fatigued by the consequences of the last cam-

paign, could ill support this laborious toil and

drudgery disturbed by the enemy, benumbed by
the frost, and beat down by the northern blasts,

every moment at the hazard of disappearing amidst

the waves, they went from one sheet of ice to

another, endeavouring to break during the day,
the brittle vault which the winter's night still

closed around them. Amongst the soldiers em-

ployed in this manner, were eight hundred Spani-

ards, in the service of France, who far distant

frcm the lovely, fertile plains of Castile and An-

dalusia, shared a warlike banishment in those

northern regions but why recal the remembrance

of the first miseries we endured, wheh almost at

the very beginning of the siege, a dreadful scourge

appeared, and demands the melancholy tribute of

those sorrow* and tears, which a feeling mind can-

not refuse to the unfortunate victims it destroyed,

when on the retreat of the French Army from

Moscow, its sad reverses were exposed through

Russia, Poland and Prussia, a great part of the

sick which accompanied it, was left behind in the

different villages, through which it forced itself

a passage. Dantzic had received already ten

thousand of these victims, but by an oversight of

which, almost all strong places afford 'a melancholy

example, it had neither hospitals, beds, or supplies

of any kind prepared; there were not even pro-

visions for the sick, or necessary medicines.
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The requisitions demanded from the inhabitants,

could not promptly enough relieve their absolute,

immediate, and necessary wants, the sick without

shelter, or medical attendance, implored in vain

from the compassion of the inhabitants, a little

straw on which they might rest their heads, in-

flamed by the heat of a burning fever. Those

unfortunate men, conquerors of Smolensko and

Moscow, expired daily from the moment they
had reached Dantzic. Warm quarters, whole-

some diet, and linen to dress their wounds, would

have saved their lives, but deprived of those ne-

cessaries, essential to their existence, they perished ;

and the pestilential exhalations which issued from

this mass of putrid bodies, collected within a small

circle, spread on every side an epidemic disease,

which indiscriminately seized on both citizen*

and soldiers. Attacked by a dreadful and incu-

rable disorder, disseminated by the contagious
air of the city, the soldiers almost regretted

their escape from the devouring flames of Mos-

cow, the watery gulphs of the Beresina, or the

dreary snows of Lithuania. Through the streets

of Dantzic, those dying victims, covered with

rags, were seen wandering along accosting the

passengers with wild laughter or vacant folly,

and all those concomitant signs of distraction,

and delirium, which attended this disorder. Three

hundred persons daily died of it The Generals,

Franceschy and Gault, were amongst its first

victims. Crouds of individuals of every sex,

age/ and rank, followed without interruption ;
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and every qr.nrter of this great city, became the

scene of sorrow, and of mourning. The funeral

procession of the Senator, was only interrupted

by the military obsequies paid to the French

officer, and the same grave received for .ever

within its silent bosom, the Pole, the Batavian,

the Tuscan, Saxon, Spaniard, Westpbalian, Ba-

varian, Neapolitan, and Frenchman ; during the

last moment of their existence, those different

foreigners, burning with the love of their native

soil, in vain, wildly invoked their beloved fami-

and friends and called out for their country, which,

alas ! they were destined never more to behold.

General Rapp quickly knew, that the enemy
was acquainted with the destruction, which the

epidemic disease caused in the place they had

invested. In order to deprive him of informa-

tion of the dreadful losses he sustained, all fune-

ral ceremonies, attendants, and parade, were

forbidden.

From that time, neither the mournful sound

of the muffled drum, nor the salute fired over

the grave of the hero were any longer heard

at his interment. One only saw the funeral

procession of the citizens, followed by a melan-

choly few, composed of relations and friends,

dressed in mourning. The grave diggers were

ordered to carry off privately the bodies of the

dead, and a widow, a sister, or a child, in spite

of their emotions, obliged to stifle their sorrows;

formed tht only escort that accompanied the
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beloved object they had lost to the grave. Dur-

ing these clandestine burials, death brought it*

victims to the terrible level of equality, and in

those frightful moments, there was nothing to

soothe or disguise the horrors of dissolution.

The plague carried off twelve thousand of the

inhabitants, and twenty-one thousand soldiers.

Ten thousand men, able to carry arms, scarcely

remained.

At a moment when this small number, ap-

peared insufficient to guard the interior fortified

works of Dantzic, the Governor undertook to

defend, not only the body of the place, but even

the immense suburbs, \\hich, towards the south,

extend beyond the ramparts, to a considera-

ble distance. The critical situation of the French,

rendered this determination rash
; perhaps even

according to military science, and the unfeel-

ing rules which regulate an obstinate defence,

General Rapp might be deemed culpable in

not having concentrated his operations within

the interior ot the place, and in having weak-

ened his means of resistance, by occupying those

large suburbs, open on every side to attack, and

in which it was impossible to hold out, unless

by extraordinary vigilance and unheard of efforts ;

but French bravery was flattered by the field

that was opened to its exploits from this re-

solve; and humanity will proudly record, as the

noblest trait in his character, the unceasing efforts

X)f the Governor, to preserve, uninjured, the sub-

urbs which, from, their grandeur, wealth, and
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population, formed the most considerable part of

Dantzic. Had General Rapp determined not

to defend them, he would have been obliged ac-

cording to the barbarous policy of war, to burn

and destroy them, in order to render them use-

less to the enemy. In yielding up to humanity
this horrible right, Count Rapp conciliated the

minds of all the iuhbitants of Dantzic, who
from that moment became devoted to him through
a sentiment of gratitude, and no longer felt re-

pugnance in relieving and ameliorating the diffe-

rent wants of the garrison.

The Russians maneuvered in the environs of

the place, blockading the different passages from

iOand it became highly important to the be-

sieged to get information of their numbers, designs,

and positions; but however great the tempta-
tions held out to the avacrice of the inhabitants

of the country, who alone were calculated for

the dangerous duty of obtaining intelligence;

during the first part of the siege, it was almost

impossible, to procure any one to undertake the

office. If the kind conduct of the French to-

wards the inhabitants of Dantzic had triumphed
over their natural aversion, it could not dimi-

nish their wishes to see that city occupied by
the Russians, in order that their harbour, which,

by its trade and industry, constituted their pros-

perity, might once more be thrown open to the

commerce of England. This deficiency of spies

devoted to the garrison left the Governor in *

tate of uncertainty and hesitation which
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a damp on every kind of enterprise. Dreading;
a coup de main or stratagem, which it was al-

most impossible to foresee or prevent, it became

necessary to multiply the sentinels, the patroles,

and videttes, even often to call the garrison to

arms ; thus kept in a continual state of watch-

fulness, the soldiers wearied by the fatigues of

the day, were torn from the repose they re-

quired at night, their strength became weak-

ened, but nothing could diminish their ardour

and their zeal;

When General Rapp was so fortunate as to

gain over some to act as spies, their intelligence

was almost always defective, from the unex-

pected and extraordinary movements which took

place during the siege, and the variety of chan-

ges and alterations in the Russian armies; for

at this particular period, their troops eagerly

pressed upon the rere of our grand army, retreat-

ing in disorder, and only appearing in the en-

virons of Dantzic, then pursued their route. At
times they reconnoitred the place for a number

of day s then other corps succeeded to the block-

ade, who still yielded their places to new bat-

tallions. Thus Dantzic beheld almost all the

corps of the Russian army, yet in the interior

of the place, they could form no judgment of

the forces which surrounded it. All that could

be learned positively was, that General Platoff

was one of the first who arrived there, at the

head of eighty thousand men, composed partly of

Cossacks and Basquirs. These communications
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did not alarm the garrison ;
it heard with delight

the orders it received to make partial sorties to

the distance of two or three leagues from the

city. These daily excursions had in view the

threefold objects of exercising the soldiers, of

pushing forward the reconnoitring parties to-

wards the advanced posts of the enemy, and of

procuring in the neighbouring fields, cattle and

forage, of which the place was in want.

Those/ dangerous expeditions, unexpected ren-

contres and repeated skirmishes, gave opportu-

nity to numbers of our military enthusiasts to

display their valour and determined bravery. A
variety of such affairs took place from the loth

of January, 1813, to the 5th of March ensuing,
on which day a general engagement took place.

Meanwhile disease daily continued to prey upon
its victims; and, great as the precautions were

which the Governor observed, the Russians be-

came acquainted with the weakness of the gar-

rison, now reduced to one-third of its original

strength/) They supposed, that an assault boldly

made on every side, and with overwhelming forces,

would be sufficient to carry a place laid deso-

late by a permanent disease. (^On the 5th of

March, they attacked with fury the suburbs, the

most important of which were Stoltzenburgh,

Ohra, and Schidlitz. which situations had been

made the depots of the Baltic trade; and also

Langfuhr, a place remarkable for the beauty of

its plantations, gardens, and the enchanting sum-

mer retreats with which it abounded. Oa the
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approach of the Russians, the French troops, to

whom the defence of those suburbs was com-

mitted, assembled instantaneously ;
the enemy

pushed forward with his principal force from the

entrances which are in the rear of Langfuhr,
and wished to seize on the fortified houses which

terminate the avenue leading to this suburb. On

every side a brave resistance disconcerted his

projects. However, after th most heroic efforts

of both parties, the enemy became masters of the

village of Stries, which gave them possession of

the first buildings in Langfuhr. The suburbs

of Stoltzenburgh and Schidlitz were attacked

and defended with equal ardour. Thrice was

this last quarter taken possession of by the enemy,
and as often retaken by the thirtieth division,

those very soldiers whose youth and debility have

already been taken notice of, as rendering them

unequal to the fatigues of war. Yet did na-

tional honour, and that emulative spirit, so quickly

transfused into the hearts of Frenchmen, trans-

form them into heroes. They almost seemed to in-

crease in size and strengthen presence of the enemy;

and, worthy of emulating the most intrepid veterans,

they astonished, by their conduct, the Chief of Bat-

talion Clement, who commanded with immoveable

calmness this post, so violently assailed. All the

southern side of the place resounded with the noise of

artillery, the clashing of arms, the shouts of the

combatants, and the groans of a crowd of citizens

and distracted females, whose firesides had become
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the scenes of a dreadful carnage a number of

posts had fallen into the power of the Russians,

M ho had even penetrated into a part of the suburbs

of Ohra, in spite of the excellent dispositions

made by General Devilliera, who was wounded

early in the action, and of the Chief of Batta-

lion Bonrant, who both arrested, with their troops,

the rapid progress of an impetuous enemy. The
Russians still continued to pour in their second

columns when Count Rapp, informed of this general

attack, ordered the troops in the interior to sally

out
; eagerly impatient, they burst open the gates

of Dantzic, and flew with enthusiastic rapidity

towards the suburbs : on sight of these reinforce-

ments, whose decisi\e manreuvres were directed by
the Governor, and executed by the General*

D'Heudelet and Grand Jean, the enemy retired,

astonished at the resistance made by men they had

already deemed conquered by disease, and amazed
to find those soldiers they supposed almost dying,
still able to hurl defiance back upon their enemies.

General Grand Jean had two horses wounded
under him ; the Sixth Neapolitan Regiment per-
formed wonders on the plain it was charged to

defend ;
Lieutenant General Detres had two horses

killed, and nearly every Officer of his Staff wounded ;

Colonel Degonnara received several balls in his

clothes. The Russians fell back with loss, and

yielded, but in good order, the ground they had

momentarily occupied, whilst they made along
the whole of their line a retrograde movement;
some thousands of theui remained in the houses at
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Ohra ; and Langfuhr supposing their companions
masters of the city, they only thought of enjoying

in security the advantages of victory, and drink-

ing, at their leisure, the excellent liqueures which

they found in abundance in the houses of the citi-

zens. The French Generals, Bachelu and Breis-

sand, made at the same moment a movement to

surprise them
;
the first turned to the left, and

rushing, at the head of the Poles, into the suburb

of Ohra, disturbed, by an attack entirely unex-

pected, the drunken carousals' of the Russian

Soldiers, who, flying to their arms imagined, that in

their numbers their imprudence would find impu-

nity ; but in a moment four hundred of them were

pierced with the bayonet, and an equal number
made prisoners. On his side, General Breis-

sand, after having turned to the right, fell suddenly
on the suburb of Langfuhr, where the enemy,
astonished at seeing him, defended himself for a

while, and was then put to the rout with immense

loss. The enemy, broken on all sides, evacuated the

suburbs, and the garrison rushing in pursuit into

the open country, pushed him back on fhe neigh-

bouring heights ; but night coming on, the fury of

the battle lessened by degrees, the cannonade ceased,

the victorious garrison returned to the city, and

quickly the tumult of this honourable day was suc-

ceeded by a still silence, only interrupted at inter-

vals by the challenge of the sentinels and videttes*

/This affair, in which the Russians lost two thousand

men, and one piece of artillery, cost but a small

number to the besieged, and was productive of
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the most important consequences. The Russians

who had been made to feel the strength and

prowess of those troops, who had been represented

to them, by false reports, as weak and dispirited,

became hereafter more circumspect in their attacks^)

and, except, with great precaution, hesitated to

harrass our advanced posts : they were made sen-

sible, that a place so bravely defended could only

fall by the efforts of a regular siege, in which

patience would be more necessary than rashness.

From this period they kept back to a respectful

distance, contenting themselves with occupying
the entrances and roads leading to the place.

Meantime, the return of the spring spread around

the mild and genial influence of that lovely season ;

the weather, less severe, became softened by
the rays of a vivifying sun ; the north wind blew

less violent; the snows began to dissolve; the

waters, which washed a part of the walls, freed

from their icy fetters, resumed their fluidity, and

restored to the fortification a natural defence,

which greatly diminished the labours, the watch-

ing, and fatigues of the besieged.

The effects of the return of spring, which seems

to electrify nature, and to reanimate all beings
relieved Dantzic from the alarm and terror in

which it had been plunged by disease ;
the air

became freed from contagious particles and putrid

effluvia, and every day the epidemic distemper
made less havock.

)
The situation of the hospitals

ceased to be alarming ; the soldiers who were in

them became convalescent ; and, after the horrors
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of a dreadful malady, and the rigorous frosts of

a deadly winter, they tasted with transports the

delight of returning health, and the sight of a

vernal sun. As to those soldiers who had escaped

sickness, the increase of their strength was not

necessary to the support of an exhausted frame,

and this fulness of health and life gave the most

unbounded enjoyment to their imagination ;
bril-

liant hopes, fraught with dreams of glory and of

happiness, began, to animate with their delusive

prospects, the bosoms of those heroes, who, far

distant from their country, had no means of safety

left, but in their courage, and in their arms.

Recollecting the glorious days of Austerlit/, Jena,

and Ratisbon, they believed that the Hero, who
so often led them with rapidity from the North

to the South, would quickly return on the wings
of victory, to conduct them once more to the

banks of the Vistula and the Niemen. In this

expectation, they applauded themselves for having

preserved, by their resistance, those immense and

precious magazines, in which consisted the supplies

for a war, which, according to their imaginations,

they would yet carry into the heart of Russia.

Whilst those ambitious and flattering hopes were

indulged by the army, they were far from imagin-

ing the disastrous state to which their Emperor
had been reduced by the fortune of war. They
could not suppose that he whom they beheld in

idea appear once more victorious before their

ramparts, should have been forced to quit the

wrecks of his army, whilst the Russians entered

into Berlin, and advanced even to Magdeburgh.
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They knew not that all Prussia had taken up
arms against France, with an enthusiasm and

fury which announced their determination to con-

quer or die ;
and that already she had assembled

an army of two hundred thousand combatants.

They were ignorant of the hostile intentions

evinced by many of the allies of Napoleon,

that Austria was preparing to march against

him, and that Sweden had joined to the forces

of the Coalition a large body of warlike troops,

commanded by a Frenchman, the Prince Royal
of Sweden. This news was calculated too well

to disturb the garrison, to allow the besiegers

to neglect giving them information of it Every

night the Cossacks, with equal boldness and ra-

pidity, came up to our videttes, and fastened a

lance near them, to which was affixed procla-
mations and journals, calculated to dissipate the

error of the besieged, and to inform them of

the wonderful military and political events which
had taken place in Europe. The Governor be-

came informed of the receipt of this intelligence;

and, notwithstanding the distrust, doubt and sus-

picion, with which such information must be

entertained, he felt that their accounts might
have some foundation ; for the scene of the re-

treat from Moscow returning then to his me-

mory, allowed but little encouragement to in-

credulity, and his fears were constantly con-

firmed by the most circumstantial reports. The

enemy often fired discharges of artillery, to an-

nounce pretended victories; all, however, were
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not fictitious ;
and the noise of cannon, accom-

panied by shouts of joy, proclaimed in their

camp, the capture of Spandau and Thorn, the

entrance into Dresden, and the occupation of

almost all Saxony. The besieged were not, how-

ever, discouraged, but they could not shut their

eyes to the dangers they had to encounter ; they

were well aware that if Napoleon should be

even successful in the approaching campaign,
his march, opposed by innumerable obstacles,

could not speedily conduct him to their deliver-

ance. In the mean while, the place was defended

by only a small number of men, divided amongst
a variety of forts, intrenchments, and suburbs

;

it was deficient in every supply except grain;

nor could provisions or forage, of which the

horses were in great want, be procured, except
at the point of the sword, from the surrounding

country, exhausted by frequent incursions, and

unable to afford farther supplies. Besides, the

garrison had not the reviving reflection of know-

ing it was in the neighbourhood of a friendly

nation. The affrighted imagination was left to

dwell on an immensity of dangers, in beholding
the occupation of Poland by the Russians, and

the declaration of war by Prussia. Separated by
insurmountable barriers from France, the defen-

ders of Dantzic seemed to have no alternative

left them, but slavery or death. But what can-

not a mighty strength of soul, united to a feel-

ing of national honour, effect! The courage of the

besieged redoubled in proportion to their danger.
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and all thoughts vanished from their hearts, ex-

cept the glory of a heroic resistance. In or-

der to give greater energy to the means of de-

fence, the Generals Campredon and Lepin caused

new works to be thrown up in the place ; and dif-

ferent committees were formed, over which the

superior officers presided, to act in concert with the

government, in procuring provisions, regulating the

finances, hospitals, and other important matters.

Those committees, arising from the difficulties of our

situation, were the forerunners of vigorous mea-

sures, the execution of which became ruinous to

numbers of the inhabitants of Dantzic, who were

deprived, by numerous and indispensable requi-

sitions, of whatever, might be useful to the gar-
rison. By those means, beds, linen, wood, all

kinds of provisions, and even two millions, were

procured. The misery, which was overwhelm-

ing the garrison, was thrown on the population

Necessity and force, those two inflexible laws,

bowed down, under their iron yoke, the wretched

inhabitants of this Hanseatic town, which had

been lately so flourishing and prosperous. Mean-

time, the Governor, disappointed in not having

intelligence except through the medium of the

enemy, which might be forged, or at least greatly

exaggerated, resolved to procure more authentic

information, by questioning the Burgomasters of

the neighbouring villages, and by directing the

seizure of any journals, diaries, or official papers

they might possess. To accomplish this purpose,

it was necessary to undertake an expedition, par-

D
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iiculnrly directed against the \<\r<r<\ village of

Saint Allmcht, which was ordered to take place

on the 24th of March, at the first dawn of the

morning. The river Radaune, which in its course

had turned a number of mills at Dant/ic, until

its current was turned off by the Russians, winds

along the village.

The command of this sortie was confided to

Count D'Heudelet. On the firing of the morn-

ing gun, all the disposable troops of the gar-
rison assembled at the Petershagcn gate, whirl)

leads directly to the suburbs of Ohra. Whilst

a part of the troops made false attacks on dif-

ferent points, the. remainder mancem red with ra-

pidity upon a plain, in the woods which lie

before Ohra. Our soldiers in a moment were enga-

ged on this side ; the cavalry pushed forward
; and,

in a charge, in which Colonel Tasin highly distin-

guished himself, carried off two "hundred men.

At the same time, General Bacheli:, an officer

of the greatest enterprise, and particularly for-

tunate in conducting sorties or unexpected at-

tacks, led on the Polish infantry against a Rus-

sian corps, which he forced instantly to
fly, by

the fire of his artillery. The lai;ks of the river

were covered with dead bodies, amongst which

were numbers of a Russian corps of soldiers,

who, itt order to impress more terror on their

adversaries had a Death's head affixed to the

front of their caps, and had declared they would

never give quarter, or make any prisoners ; but

their frightful appearance could not intimidate our
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soldiers, or hinder them from rushing on them

with fury. A gunner of the name of Kraft, at*

tacked by two Russians, killed one, and took the

other; and a young* Polish drummer fought a

Russian grenadier, and made him prisoner, after

a severe conflict. The Bavarian Major Seif-

ferlitz, seeing a number of the enemy save them-

selves in the water, rushed in after them, and,

followed by a few of his troop, pursued, and

put them to the sword. The enemy abandoned

the village of Saint Albrecht, from whence our

troops returned into the city, bringing with them

some prisoners, provisions, and forage. They
also were enabled, by this sortie, to acquaint the

Governor with the circumstantial accounts of

the Magistrates and country people, who all

uniformly agreed in relating the progress of the

enemy on the Saxon territory.
* The most use-

ful effects resulted from the expedition to Saint

Albrecht: as from it the Governor ascertained,

that the Russians were not in any great force,

and that although their numbers were far supe-
rior to ours, yet he could attack them with

impunity.

Ou the IHth day of April, being the hundredth

day of the blockade, and Easter Sunday, the

Governor, in a moment of enterprising confidence,

ordered the troops to parade beyond our advanced

posts ;
several thousand men, infantry and cavalry,

assembled at the distance of a league and a quar-

ter from the city, in the beautiful plain shaded by

the forest of Oliva. Our troops, with inconceiva*
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ble boldness, slowly defiled amidst the flourish-

ing of trumpets, at only fifteen pares from the

enemy's lines, who remained motionless with

astonishment.

The Governor now thought a favourable oppor-

tunity had occurred, to permit an incursion into

the surrounding country, in order to carry off

cattle and forage in sufficient quantity to enable

him to await the maturity of the harvest, which

the surrounding fields gave promise of. To the

east of Dantzic lies an extensive and fertile tract of

country, called the Noehrung, one side of which

is bounded by the Baltic, whose waves throw

up on its banks an odoriferous amber ; on two

other sides it is inclosed by the Vistula, and forms

a peninsula, ornamented with orchards, lakes,

large plains, forests of fir, and full of small

farms and fields, covered with numerous herds of

cattle.

The inhabitants of this district are laborious and

peaceful ; however, it was into the/ir possessions

that the besieged resolved to make an irruption, in

order to provision the place, the wants of which

were every day growing more pressing. The
27th of April, troops marched out of the city,

under the command of General Bachelu, to the

number of fifteen hundred infantry, and two hun-

dred cavalry. Our soldiers in a short time came

up with the Russians, who guarded the roads

towards the country ; they rushed upon their first

post. Colonel Reden, known in all the different
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armies, by thirty years of honourable service, wai

struck by four balls
; the Commissary of War,

M. Belissall, a brave soldier, fell wounded by lit*

side
;
Colonels Baron Farine, Kiener, Xauman,

Desseur and Kaminski, merited, by their conduct

and bravery, the highest praises. We made four

hundred prisoners ;
the remainder was dispersed;

and General Bachelu, after having forced this

barrier, advanced into the country to the distance

of eight leagues from Dant/ic, and remained four

entire days out of that city. We must contem-

plate with admiration, the sang-froid and contempt
of danger displayed by this small number of men,
who for such a length of time, and so far from their

ramparts, dared to remain in a country covered

with numerous battalions of the enemy, and full

of inhabitants, whom the Tocsin could suddenly
assemble against them. But so great are the ex-

cesses authorized by war, that the admiration we
at first grant to the dauntless courage of the

soldier, is quickly dissipated in reflecting on its

dreadful consequences. For what was the course

these men were obliged to take to supply a garrison,

sinking under its privations and its wants? They
rushed into the granaries and fields of the labo-

rious peasant, to carry off his grain and flocks.

At the unexpected appearance of those troops,

who had hazarded their safety, at such a distance

from their fortifications, fear and desolation spread

amongst those hamlets, so lately the abodes of

peace ;
the soldiers eagerly poured in amidst those

rural habitations, and seized on all the corn.
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cattle, and forage they could discover; whilst some

collected the plunder, others conducted in haste

the booty they had obtained, to the neighbouring

banks ot
%

the Vistula, where the boats lay moored,

which Rear Admiral Dumanoir had given orders

to be ready to receive, and transport all that could

be obtained to the walls of Dautzic.

The soldiers seized on the peasants, and forced

them to assist in driving the numerous herds of

cattle, which were increased in every village they

passed through ; and the labourer, with sighs, wan

obliged to yitld up the heifer, whose milk gave

nutriment to his children, and the oxen, the com-

panions of his toils, to the wants of the garrison.

However, to assuage the misery of these country

people, and to soften the severity of the sacrifices

they were compelled to make, the Governor ordered,

that bills, payable after the siege, on the French

Treasury, should be delivered with the utmost

expedition.

On the thirtieth of April the French Troops
returned to Dantzic, with eight hundred head of

cattle, and forage for two months ; the besieged
received with shouts of joy those provisions, which

enabled them to await with security the proper
moment for gathering in the harvest. The envi-

rons of Dantzic, which, until now, the Governor

had been enabled, by means of \ idettes, field works,

piquets, advanced posts, and sharp-shooters, to

prevent the Russians from approaching, became
clothed with a rich and abundant vegetation; and
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the fields, gave vigour to the productions of the

earth. The ground, which the besieged had as

yet been enabled to preserve round the place, wa*

the constant object of their v igilance and their cares :

they reckoned on these future harvests as the means

of prolonging their defence ;
and day and night

they watched, with arms in their hands, Uie

growing herbage, and green corn around them,

with the same anxiety they would have guarded

the treasures of Indostan. The Russians, who

wished to accelerate the surrender of Dantzic, by

making famine an auxiliary to their designs, felt

how important it was to deprive the garrison of

those resources which nature wras preparing for

its support, and, in consequence, they resolved on

making incessant attacks, in order to seize from

the defenders of the place the possession of those

fertile fields they held, and to shut them closely

up within the walls of the city. The execution

of this project appeared less difficult to the enemy,
as he had received considerable reinforcements,

and the command of the place had been entrusted

to the Prince of \Viitem berg, uncle to the Emperor
Alexander. The presence of this august personage
before the walls of Dantzic, gave an assurance

that the environs were soon to become the theatre

of the most important operations. .Immediately

the tents and barracks of the enemy were extended

on every aide, and numerous detachments began
to harass our videttes and advanced posts. Every

moment, night and day, it became necessary to
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fly to arms, in order to repulse those continual

attacks. Often our soldiers, too weak to resist

superior forces, found themselves obliged to give

way, until the troops in the interior of the place
hastened to their succour. A state of such con-

tinued alarm, marches and fighting, which allowed

no repose to the French, redoubled their fatigues,
and wasted away their diminished numbers. A
thousand times were those grow ing harvests, they
had as yet secured, bedewed with the blood and

sweat of those heroes. They formed of their artil-

lery, their bayonets, swords, and even of their

very bodies, the iuclosure of this land of promise,

which, could it have had the power of bearing

testimony to so many prodigies of valour, proud
of such labourers, spontaneous laurels would have

started up to cover its bosom, Count Rapp per-

ceived that those incessant struggles, if not in-

terrupted, would insensibly waste his troops, and

that, in order to relieve himself from the wearying
assaults of the besiegers, it became imperious on

him to try a general engagement. On the ninth

of June, the Governor ordered a general sortie

of the entire garrison : the command of the right

was given to General Grandjeau ;
the left was en-

trusted to General Heudelet; General Meusson,

at the head of six hundred picked men, and six

pieces of cannon, passed the wood of Ohra, and*

protected by the defence it formed, drew up his

troops in advance; oii his left was a hollow wayf

beyond which Major Schneider, with one hundred

and fifty men, observed the road to Dirchau, a little
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more to the southward, and near the valley which

extends from the side of Schonfield, General

Cavaignac was placed with his cavalry, and some

light artillery. General Breissand, with a number

of battalions, had taken up a position near the

suburbs of Stoltzenburgh, not far from which in

the centre, in the valley of Schidlitz, General

Devilliers was posted with the troops of the

Confederation of the Rhine ;
lower down from

Schidlitz to Langfuhr, General Grandjean, with

his corps, kept the left of the enemy in obser-

vation
;
a strong

1 force composed of Neapolitans,
Bavarians and artillery, formed the reserve. The

ramparts of the city were covered with inhabi-

tants, anxious to be spectators of the combat. As
oon as the Russians saw our troops advance, they

fired the alarm guns, lighted their signals, and

united their forces. General Husson was the first

who attacked the enemy, and merited, by the

valour he displayed in this affair, the highest en-

comiums. Our artillery commenced its fire, the

cannon of the enemy replied to it, and the en-

gagement became serious on several points. The

Russians, drawn up to the southward of the place,

displayed their strength, and allowed us through
the midst of clouds of smoke, to calculate their

imposing numbers. Four thousand of their infantry

were stationed to the right of the village of Won-

neburg, three thousand men were in front of

General Husson, and two thousand had taken a

positioi^ at the strong village of Pietzkendorf ;

the Russians, had besides those troops, fifteen pieces

of cannon, and fifteen hundred cavalry their
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united force was three times more numerous than

the garrison ; however, the French had a much
more powerful artillery than the enemy, and,

finding their superiority in that respect, they
used it with such effect, that they dispersed with

their cannon all the masses of infantry which were

brought against them ;
some thousands of Cossacks

began then to scatter themselves round our posi-

tions, and to disturb our sharp-shooters ; onetime

they would unite to make a charge, they then in

a moment dispersed, and, by the extreme rapidity

of their movements, shewed themselves on every

side, yet were not any where accessible to attack.

Although the French appeared too few in num-
bers to continue to support themselves against the

enemy, they endeavoured to seize the opportunity
afforded by this sortie, to gather forage and cut

the corn, although, as yet, "green in the fields

they fought in
; and during the time the greater

part of the army was engaged on an advanced line,

the remainder collected the plunder, loaded the

ons, and drove them into the city. Whilst

tremendous fire of thirty-five pieces of artil-

y from the troops commanded by General

'Heudelet, forced the army to give way, and

retire in disorder behind the heightsof Borgfeld and

Miggau, the Russians, by a rapid movement,

poured in with new battalions upon General

Grandjean ; both sides evinced the greatest bra*

very, attended with various success; the car-

nage was dreadful, and night alone terminated

* battle in which the besieged had a great
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number wounded. They did not lose so many
killed as the enemy, whose loss in this affair

could not )>e less than fifteen hundred men.

Hut at the very time the besieged were fight-

ing* with such t'nry, a truce, in which they were

comprehended, had been concluded between the

Emperor Napoleon and the coalesced Powers.

That great Captain had fought, in the fields of

Lutzen and Bautzen, two eventful battles, where

each party claimed the honour, but which the

French had reason to estimate as important vic-

tories. The political preponderanry, and mili-

tary weight, uhich these events seemed to be-

stow on the Chief of the French Government;
the mediation of .Austria, which, previous to an

open declaration against Napoleon, wished, in

appearance, to acquit herself of what she owed

to the alliance she had contracted with him,

by making some plausible efforts to procure

peace ; and indeed the necessity which all the

Belligerent Powers had for a suspension of arms,

induced the different parties to agree to an

armistice. Ail Germany rejoiced at this repose,

which they considered as the forerunner of a ge-

neral reconciliation
;
and Dresden, surrounded by

peaceful camps, had become the scene of festi-

vity and pleasure. Dantzic wa* as yet unin-

formed of these happy tidings ; an officer dis-

patched from the grand army, charged with the

intelligence, used the utmost expedition,
in the

hope of stopping the effusion of blood. Each

step of tlits joyful messenger might save the
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life of a brave man : but in vain was his speed ;

he could not arrive until three hours after the

battle of the 9th of June, when the environs of

Dantzic were stained with the recent slaughter ;

the blood that had flown was yet smoking, and

the bodies of the slain were scattered unburied

on the fields. The French officer, Captain Pla-

nat, shewed his dispatches at the head-quarters
of the enemy, and was permitted to enter the

city ; the Governor received him, and imme-

diately all the garrison and inhabitants of

Dantzic, were informed of the armistice, and the

events which had preceded it. After having re-

mained such a length of time in a state of pain-

ful uncertainty, unacquainted with the fate of

their fellow-soldiers, and the state of France,

with what rapture did the besieged receive those

consoling accounts! Transported with joy, they

were all anxious to speak to each other, to com-

municate their thoughts, their sentiments, and

their hopes ; they accosted one another with smiles

of delight beaming on their countenances. A
siege of so many months battles privations

watching sickness sufferings and sorrows, were

all forgotten. The officer was overwhelmed with

questions; they interrogated eagerly all those

with whom he had discoursed; they wished to

know by what miracle the French, after the

disasters of 1812, had all at once been enabled

to repair such losses, and dispute the palm of

victory with all the Powers leagued against
them. Some-, sighed at the recital of battle*.
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where they had not fought and conquered with

their brothers in arms
;

others felt a pride in

having preserved a city, which the successes of

the Emperor would render of such importance,

and from which they could pour on the enemy,
in his precipitate flight. In one place, they

spoke of the loss of the heroes Bessieres and

Duroc, who found, in the field of honour, a

glorious death. In another, they calculated the

advantageous consequences which the days of

Lutzen and Bautzen must produce upon the

campaign, opened with such splendor. When
these ideas of war and of ambition, kindled in

the minds of the troops, by the unexpected news

they had received, began to subside, they in-

dulged iu milder reflections; their hearts became

softened by the hope of an approaching peace,

which would again open to them the road to

their beloved country, and restore so many thou-

sand soldiers to their families, their property,
and to all the beloved objects of their secret

affections. Although General Rapp shared in

those pleasing hopes, he could not remove from

his mind the possibility of a renewal of hosti-

lities. On this supposition, all the works which

a prolongation of the war required, were con-

tinued. He took advantage of the quiet of the

armistice, which was to be continued from the 10th

of June to the 25th of August, to arrange the

different branches of the military administration,

and to fortify the ramparts in those points that

were weakest, which, although certainly not
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addition to intreuchuienta or fortifications during
an armistice, yet were the necessary consequences
of the conduct of the Russians, who made new
\vorks round the place.

Quickly indeed did a variety of disagreeable

symptoms, uncertain alarms, and the reserve the

enemy maintained with the garrison, prove that

these precautionary measures were not super-

fluous, and that tlu? proceedings of the Congress
at Prague did not promise a favourable ter-

mination.

The prospect of a new siege did not shake

the fortitude of the French ; and they proved, by
the most energetic and determined measures,

that they were prepared to brave the most

awful crisis of the war. Nearly three- fourths

of the troops had been carried off by pestilence

and the sword ; a crowd of officers, without sol-

diers to command, and consequently without any
fixed duty to perform, remained. Those officers,

to the number of sixteen hundred, desirous of

giving a new proof of their willingness to devote

themselves to the defence of the city, by an

active and continued service, required per-

mission to serve as private soldiers, and, formed

into a chosen regiment, became an invincible

and sacred phalanx ; animated by honour, and

enlightened by a martial spirit, they presented a

model of the most admirable discipline, and



military precision. To their care was particu-

larly confided the guard of the magazines, the

hospitals, gates of the city, the maintenance of

public order; and, when required, they were to

act as a reserve, on whose heroism the kist hopes
of the battle might depend. The officers of

engineers and artillery used every exertion to

add to the fortifications of Dantzic ; several re-

donbU were raised m advance of the city, to

which the Governor gave the names of his- friends

and companions, who had fallen in the field of

battle; the chief redoubts were named Monte-

bello, Gudin, Frioul, and Istria. Among
1 the

severe measures which the anticipation of hot-

tilities suggested for the defence of Dantzic,

there was one, which the example of evtsry

nation and every place justifies, but which was
not the less cruel and afflicting to humanity.
The besieged dreading a famine, drove from the

city four hundred foundlings, and ten thousand

persons, whose indigence and total want of

means compelled their banishment to be enforced

in those moments of difficulty. The Governor,

and the* officers of the garrison, lamenting the

rigor an inflexible duty demanded', softerted, by

every aid in their power, the miseries of those

unfortunate people, whom they were obliged to

doom, on* account of their poverty, to become

wanderers through a country, ravaged and laid

desolate by war. The four hundred orphans,

already so unfortunate in never bavin; expe-

rienced the blessings of parental tenderness*
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spread themselves amongst the surrounding vil->

lagcs, sometimes repulsed by the inhabitants,

whose hearts had become hardened by the hor-

rors of war, and sometimes relieved by the pity

their state excited. Thousands of poor people,

who could not, like these forlorn children, claim

the compassion particularly due to that weak and

tender age, experienced the most bitter repulses .

?

however, some found shelter in the Russian

camp, whilst others were relieved in the city of

Elbing ; and it is a certain fact, that Providence

did not suffer one to perish for want. The

term of the armistice having expired, Napoleon

refusing to accede to any arrangement on his

part, which had for its basis any essential sacri-

fice; put an end to the Congress at Prague,

using those presumptuous words,
" Aut Caesar

aut nullus," an alternative he could not have

adopted without the most unfeeling temerity,

nor even without the destruction of his own

interests, from the distressed and exhausted state

to which France was reduced, by his victories

and his disasters. The two months of tranqui-

lity which Dantzic enjoyed in consequence of the

armistice, divide the history of the siege of that

city into two periods of equal duration, but totally

distinct in the events they produced. In the

first part of the siege, we have seen the mise-

ries produced by an epidemic disease, and the

constant but often unimportant assaults made by
the besiegers, and the besieged, on their respec-
tive posts. In the second part, we

jjiall
wit-
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ness the most sanguinary combats, both by land

and sea; for months, by night and day, did the

banks of the Baltic and Vistula resound without

interruption with the thunder of a murderous

artillery.

In the midst of conflagrations which threatened

general devastation, and during the most fright-

ful inundations, while famine decimated those

whom disease had spared, and a bombardment

left the finest parts of Dantzic a heap 'of ruins,

upon those remains which the flames and waves

seemed combined to destroy, in the midst of the

ruins of a city bathed with so much blood, and

consecrated by so many glorious deaths, with

what admiration must we contemplate those heroes

who stood at their posts immoveable and invin-

cible ;
without weakness and without alarm, strik-

ing the very enemies that assailed them with

admiration and astonishment! The belligerent

parties renewed hostilities with fresh advan-

tages, which, stimulating their ardour, rendered

the attack and defence of the place more dread-

ful, and on every side increased the scenes of car-

nage. The enemy, who had assembled eighty

thousand men under the fortifications of Dnntzic,

was also assisted by an Anglo Russian fleet, fifty

sail of which cruised in the Baltic, at the mouth

of the Vistula. The French had eight thousand

men, who were divided into more than two hun-

dred posts, but still the repose of the armistice

had recruited their exhausted strength, and the

F*



4*2

lost urgent wants of Dantzic had been relieved

y the forage collected in the sorties from that

ity. Besides, what constituted the principal force

the French, what rendered them confident,

bold, and invincible, was the expectation of be-

ing delivered by Napoleon. The brilliant open-

ing of the campaign of eighteen hundred and

thirteen, the advantages of which were exag-

gerated, seemed to guarantee the future successes

'of the grand army. According to their supposi-

tions, 'the triumphant course of the Emperor
would

cjtlickty ieXtend itself 'to the extremities of

Piu&iia. This hope frequently was productive of

illusions ; from the heights of the ramparts, the

'soldiers on duty would strain their eyes in gazing
on the distant horizon, expecting to behold clouds

cf dust, announcing the approach of their com-

panions. At night, they would listen with eager

attention, in "the hojle of bearing the canrtoh 6f

their Emperor, which, according to an expres-
sion of that ambitious Captain, resounded through
the universe. M eant ime, the Russia ns had marked

out their line of circiimvallatioir
;
but with a pre-

caution which disclosed the fears the former

sorties of 'the besieged had caused, they opened
their first trendies dt the distance of hirte luin-

dfed toises from 'Dant/ic, 'an 6peratifon which

appeared timiU to the French, 'who, 'sfx years

before, had attacked the same city, and opened
their first parallel' only three hundred torse* dis-

tant from Us walU. Yet every ihcasure Which

may *pare the i flusion of huniun blood merits
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our prai.se ; and besides, the Russian* here united

bravery to pruden ce, as they proved in the attacic

which they commenced on the 27th of

A mongst lh,e positions which they most earnestly

desired to ni
(

akc themselves masters of, were ^wo

heights ojf tfys utmost importance to the besieged.

One called the Belvidere, because from its sum-

uiit a favely yie.vf of the c^ty aud surrounding

Country was discovered, if-possessed by the enemy,
would render him master of the suburbs of

Langfphr; lh^ <Hher, $till more important,

was the post of L'Etoile, which commands the

suburbs of Ohra. From this position, the very

interior parts of Duntzic were overlooked, and

from this formidable fortification the city itself

could be easily annihilated. The French were

so firmly assured of the immediate arrival of the

grand army before the walls of Dantzic, that they

supposed the design of the enemy to possess him-

self of the heights of Langfubr and Ohra, was in

order to defend the two roads by which they

intended to make their retreat, and to binder the

besieged from annoying them, when raising the

siege. This opinion rendered the garrison more

daring in defending the post that had been

attached, and on both sides there was an incredible

carnage. The Russians, not satisfied with menacing
the defences of Ohra and Belvidere, poured

m
on the city discharges of Congreve rockets, and cu

every point canonnaded the French advanced

p (
osts.
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In order to disconcert those attempts, it waar

letermined that a sortie should be made by a part

of the garrison. General Husson saw, on his ap-

proach, that our first lines had given way before

a numerous enemy ;
in an instant, he formed from

the picked battalion of the ninth demi brigade
a close column, which pushed on at the pas de

charge, on the wood ot Ohra, and regained that

position ; at the same time the troops of Major
Chneider, availing themselves of their success^
rushed with fixed bayonets on the Russians, whom

they drove from the different points where they
had established themselves. Whilst those important
movements were executing, in accomplishing
which the brave Aid de Camp Besancon expired
covered with wounds ;

and the Chiefs of Battalion

D'Ellambert, Dnpray Bellanger, and the brave

Major Glieze were wounded ; the cavalry of the

garrison, supported by the infantry, advanced under

the orders of Generals Cavaignac, and Farine,

and pushed back the besiegers on their line of

circumvallation ;
the cavalry burning with ardour

drove the enemy before them into their trenches,

which were filled with the slaughter that took place.

The contest now became dreadful; the Prince

D'Aremberg, whose wounds, received in the cam-

paign of Moscow, were not yet closed, had three

horses killed under him
;

that brave and noble

officer had the grief to behold his intimate friend*

and eleve, the interesting Cinturione, perish by his

side, in the flower of his age. This admired youth,

a Page to the Emperor Napoleon, sprung from a
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family whicn gave Doges to ancient Liguria, had

only a few days before received the rank of Sub-

Lieutenant, and in this engagement fought for

the first time, at the head of his troop; he was
the pride and hope of his parents, and scarcely
had attained his sixteenth year, when he fell

far from his o\vn mild and genial clime, near

the shores of the tempestuous Baltic. From Ohra

to the post of Ileubude, the fighting raged on

every side
; night itself could not terminate the

attacks ; whilst the combatants were engaged in

various different places, under the walls of Cantzic,

a freezing wind blew along the banks of the Vistulat

and a cold rain fell in torrents; yet it was the month
of August, a season generally burning in those or-

thern climates, where the summers, although short,

are warm
;
a little while before, the heat of the

day was insupportable ;
and now, by an extraor-

dinary revolution in the atmosphere, the disorder

and confusion of the elements were mingled
with the fury of the combatants. In vain were

the efforts of the Russians directed, almost solely

against the positions of Belvidere and Ohra
;
the

French remained masters of them, and every ap-

proach to those posts was covered with heaps of

the enemy's slain; the next day, however, the

enemy again endeavoured to gain possession of

them. Ten thousand Russians advanced in good
order against Belvidere, and endeavoured to scale

the fortifications
; they were repulsed, and again

returned to the charge, a second time fell lock,

and once more rushed forward, besieging with
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so much obstinacy, and such an immense number

of troops, tins important height, that General

Rupp, unwilling to sacrifice his troops in defence

ot
%

a post, which, for so many days, had cost

such invaluable blood, and which it would be im-

possible hereafter to preserve, gave orders to eva-

cuate it.

As the post of Belvidere gave the Russians

the command of Langfuhr, they only wanted

now to possess themselves of the fortified houses

in the suburb, where three hundred Bavarian and

Westphalian troops had strongly barricadoed them-

selves. While the enemy made in vain the most

serious efforts to conquer the resistance made in

Langfuhr, the fury of his attacks against the

redoubts of L'Etoile, Schidlitz, and Stoltzenbnrgh,
was not abated ; but on no one of these different

points was his valour crowned with success. Ex-

asperated at the determined resistance they had

experienced, the Russians endeavoured to force

the French, by setting fire to the surrounding

houses, to fall back on the walls of Dant/ic, and

re-enter that city.

It was now night, and thousands of Cossacks

wheeling Found huge masses of infantry, ap-

peared, bearing in one band a lance, in the other

a lighted torch. The village of Zikankenberg

appeared first in flames. This village, built on a

bill, had been before deserted by its inhabitants,

and no cry was beard to interrupt its silent con-

flagration ; but in Langfubr it was otherwise ;
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there the inhabitants, chased from their burning

roofs, strove to save themselves from the flames,

and to carry off what they could from the

wreck of their property, almost wholly lost

to them for ever. The distracted crowd flew to

seek an asylum with the inhabitants of Schidlitz

and Stoltzenburgh ;
but whilst they pursued their

way towards those suburbs, flames appeared on

every side, and women, children, and old men,

uttering the most piercing cries, and spreading
themselves around the country, were met by the

fugitives from the other burning villages; ali

those wandering and wretched people, mingling
their griefs and distraction together, increased

the horror and confusion of the dreadful scene;

but still, they hoped to find a shelter from the

dangers that pursued them, in Schellmull, and

the village of Heubude ; they turned that way,
but the fire had got before them, and rapidly

communicated from the one to the other of those

places; on every side, fire, carnage, and death

were beheld ;
from every quarter the ear was

assailed with the noise of burning houses, and

clashing of arms
;

a population reduced to

indigence and despair, without habitation or food,

intermingled with hordes of savage troops, com-

pleted the horrors of this frightful siege. From
the heights of the ramparts, the inhabitants of

the interior of the city beheld, in awful silence,

the horrible spectacle before them ; for more than

u league around, villages and separate house*

were burning with fury, and threw so clear a light
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on the surrounding fields, that the very children

could be distinguished accompanying their mothers

in their flight the Heavens were as red as fire,

and the surrounding waters seemed to roll with

flames. Meantime, the three hundred Westphalian
and Bavarian troops defended the fortified houses of

Langfuhr; surrounded by smoking ruins, and an

outrageous enemy, they rejected and repulsed

every summons to surrender their post, in which

they remained immoveable. The Governor, on

being acquainted with their imminent danger,

wished to relieve them, notwithstanding the diffi-

culties of a sortie : the troops he sent to defend

and rescue them from their perilous situation, on

seeing the houses surrounded by flames, and on

every side heaps of slain, supposed their com-

panions had perished, and that it would be useless

to seek them in the midst of a conflagration,

which left no hope of safety for those it had so

totally enveloped. They then re-entered the place,

spreading consternation at the intelligence they

communicated. The Governor and garrison,

\\ith the most lively feeling, regretted the loss

of those brave men, who were so valuable to them

by their numbers, and so endeared to them by
their courage.

The follow ing morning, the garrison was as

yet discoursing with sadness on the fate of their

friends, when about sunrise these heroes were be-

held advancing in good order towards the gates

of the city. Those brave men bad almost mira*
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culously escaped from the circle of fire which
surrounded them ; thjy forced a passage through

the piles of burning rubbish which encompassed
them, and, having cut their way through the

Russian battalions, arrived in the city : it would
be impossible to express the joy their unhoped
for return diffused through the garrison ; on every
side they were welcomed, with all the demon-

strations that the most lively and fraternal friend-

ship could suggest. The bands of the different

regiments in the city came out to meet them,
and escorted them to the Governor's palace, who
loaded them with praises and rewards, caused all

the wounded to be treated with the greatest care, and

had them lodged in his own apartments. But firewas

oirly a partial cause of the havock experienced in

the suburbs of Dantzic ; an element not less des-

tructive was in its turn to make known its

dreadful power; to the utter surprise of the in-

habitants of the country, who never, in any season,

had experienced such a misfortune, without any

apparent cause, the Vistula on a sudden rose

to an extraordinary height ; it overflowed it*

bed, and, joining its waters to those of the Radaune

and the Mottlau, poured into the surrounding

lakes, and, reaching the inundations to the north

of the city, all those waters united, formed a

dreadful abyss, vast and profound ; this awful

sea rushed foaming over the smoking ruins of

the burning suburbs, and, more irresistible ihan

the battering-rams of ancient days, beat down,

with its mighty waves, the redoubts and forti-

fications opposed to it, forced into every quarter,
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inundated the streets, and obliged the citizens

from every side to seek refuge in the tops of their

houses, from whence they could only be saved

by boats : the bridges were swept away, nor could

the dikes resist the fury of this outrageous ele^

nient ; the palisadoes of the fine forts, Napoleon
and Lacoste, were carried off, and on every side

earth and buildings disappeared. This sudden ad-

dition to their misery threw the inhabitants into

total despair ; and although fire, famine and dis-

ease, might have been supposed to have brought
their wretchedness to a climax, yet this new and

horrible addition to their misfortunes found, in

their grief, new expressions to pourtray its

horrors. The inundations of winter, frightful

as they are, appear less dreadful in that

season, when hurricanes and tempests provoke
such excesses ; but in the month of August, in

a temperate climate, contrary to every astrono-

mical calculation, this scourge appeared the more

fatal, as it seemed in opposition to the laws of

nature, and that it was impossible to calculate its

duration or results. This inundation lasted fifteen

days, during which space the Anglo Russian

fleet bombarded the * forts of Fahrvasser and

Weichsulmunde, and, within the space of three

days and nights, fired five hundred thousand

shot of every calibre. Colonel Rousselot, who
commanded those forts, remained tranquil, amidst

this shower of balls and bombs. The Russians

These two forts tre situated at the mouth of the ViituU
n>**t the right, the other at the left.
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Ohra; it was from the heights of that position

they wished to cannonade the city. Every mor-

ning* they sent five thousand men to try to escalade

the post of L/Etoile
;
those troops fought during- the

day and night, and were then replaced by soldiers

refreshed by sleep, and nourishing food. This

post, so vigorously assailed, was defended by only
six hundred men, fatigued by want of rest, and

privations of every kind; but who, notwithstanding,

maintained themselves in it for a month and an

half, always repulsing the Russians, and perform-

ing prodigies of valour, under the command of

Majors Danger, Treny, and Schneider. On
the tenth of August, the besiegers showed them-

selves determined, at last, to make the greatest

sacrifices to obtain possession of the different points

they had so long menaced in vain ; at seven o'clock

in the evening, they made a general attack on the

posts of Schidlitz, Stoltzenburgh, and Ohra; at

the same time they threw thousands of fire-rockets

into the city ;
these pernicious engines of des-

truction, whose progress was watched by the in-

habitants, in the hope of interrupting their effects,

fell in great quantities upon one of the hospitals
of the place, and by a remarkable chance, which

seemed to punish the besiegers, for having em-

ployed an invention almost as fatal as the Grecian

tire of old, this hospital contained the Russian

prisoners ; but the garrison displayed no less eager-

ness on that account, to rescue those unfortunate

; no longer did they consider them as their



52

enemies, or as friends to those with whom they

fought ; placed under the tutelary guarantee of

misfortune, which, amongst the brave and good,
unites those whom fortune has separated, they met
with the most generous assistance, and were

astonished at being preserved, by their enemies,

from that cruel death, to which their fellow-

soldiers and countrymen had exposed them.

The flames consumed the entire of the edifice ;

the falling of a wall permitted a view into the

interior of this receptacle of human woes, in-

firmity and suffering ; the fire was seen rapidly
to gain on the different beds of straw, from whence

the sick, making a last effort to escape from

the pursuit of a furious conflagration, saved

themselves, pale, meagre and worn down, v. rap-

ped in the tattered remains of their clothes
;

the

ceilings giving way, the stair-cases were exposed
to view, crowded with sick and wounded Russians,

leaning on French soldiers, who, at the hazard of

their own lives, snatched them from the dreadful

death which awaited them.

Whilst those events were taking place in the

middle of the city, a part of the garrison was

fighting without the walls. The posts of La

Coupure and of La Barriere, in the suburb of

Schidlitz, bad been forced by the enemy ; the

Chief of Battalion M. Carre came up with some

troops, and retook one of them, but while he en-

deavoured to regain the other 9 the redoubled

noise of artillery announced that an impetuous
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attack had been directed upon the most impor-
tant points of Ohra. In fact, four thousand Rus-

sians, commanded by General Koulabakin, at-

tempted with great boldness to climb the heights

of L'Etoile, and force a passage into the neigh-

bouring redoubts. Major Le Gros, with six

hundred men, a number insufficient to guard so

many positions, defended himself on this side,

upon a number of points.

The post of L'Etoile was, however, gained

possession of by the enemy, as was also the post
Du Capitaine. At midnight, Major Le Gros

received a reinforcement of a thousand soldiers,

and General Husson having skilfully divided them,
made the different detachments act with such con-

cert, that the French simultaneously marched

forward, with shouts of victory, drove the

Russians from all the positions they momentarily

occupied, and those whom they could not overtake

were cannonaded in the fields, by the batteries of

Stadgebiet and Frioul.

The Russians made in several parts a lively

resistance, and defended themselves with bravery

against the fire of the besieged. Major Danger
had his clothes pierced with balls, yet remained

unhurt in the midst of one hundred and fifty French

officers and soldiers, killed and wounded around him.

The ground which the defenders of Dantzic had

preserved, after a battle which had continued from

eight o'clock in the evening until ten the next morn-

was covered with the eneaoy's slain; but
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when they hoped that so many fruitless attempt*
had discouraged the Russians, and a part of the

French, alter such a brilliant defence, had re-

entered the city, the besiegers almost immediately
returned with fresh troops to attack the post of

Ohra, where there were only five hundred men.

The Governor might have been able to send off

an immediate reinforcement to this place; but with

that prudence, which no less than bravery, directed

his actions, he felt that the chosen troops of his

garrison would sink by degrees under these re-

iterated assaults, and that the enemy, who could

with ease repair his losses, would in the end gain

possession of the works; he therefore deemed it

better to abandon them entirely, than to sacrifice

the lives of so many brave men, whose services

were particularly required to defend the ramparts
and walls of the city. Our soldiers, therefore, retired,

but terrible in their retreat, they made a murderous

fire across the palisadoes, and more than eight

hundred Russians remained on the field of battle.

The enemy possessed themselves with joy of

those eminences so ardently disputed for three

months, and which had been so often moistened

by rivulets of their blood ;
but they considered

themselves rewarded for all their efforts, and re-

compensed for their losses, when they beheld, from

the post of L'Etoile, the inner part of Dantzic

and its environs laid open, and could direct their

batteries against any point they pleased. But

what crie* of distraction and grief were heard

from the houses in Dantzic, when the citizen*,
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turning their affrighted eyes towards the sum-

mits of Ohm, pale and trembling, beheld those

formidable bulwarks now become the points of

attack, from whence the besiegers would be

enabled to crush and batter down their walls.

The suspended sword of Dionysi'is was less awful

to the parasite of that tyrant, than the sight of

those warlike^no-ines drawn out on the heights of

Ohra, to beat down Dantzic, and reduce it to

ashes, unless the French consented to surrender.

The citizens of that place knew too well the

inflexible courage of their hosts ; they had too

much experience of their immoveable constancy,

to hope that a surrender would save the remains

of a wretched population from the evils that

threatened them, for a cause to which they were

strangers, or rather a cause they detested, and

which, notwithstanding, they were obliged to make

sacrifices to support, that could scarcely be ex-

pected from the most devoted attachment. The

Russians made immense preparations for the

bombardment of the place ; they burned all the

surrounding houses, in order to unmask the city,

and give a freer scope to the fury of their artillery ;

they at the same time fortified themselves in the

positions they bad with such difficulty gained, in

order to assure their certain possession. Whita

they raised different works, and multiplied their

redoubts, they put in requisition through the ad-

joining towns, all the working horses, who wore

incessantly employed in carrying balls, bombs, and

artillery, in such immense quantities to these

heights, scarcely accessible, that thousands of heroes
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perished from fatigue. The Russians supposed
the garrison reduced to a state of such wretched-

ness, as would induce them to receive any offers

made to them with avidity. They pressed them
to desert, promising them provisions, clothes,

money, and every possible encouragement. The
French were deaf to their seductions, and the

example of their firmness had a powerful effect

on the auxiliary troops, although they did not

consider themselves hound by such a rigorous

sense of duty to the service of France. The Rus-

sians had then recourse to means more efficacious ;

they knew that the garrison was composed partly

of Bavarians, and soldiers from other parts of

Germany ; they thought they could fix their de-

termination to desert, by making it appear a

lawful, if not an honourable duty, to return in

the name of their country, their sovereigns, and

fellow-citizens, who were now at war with Napo-
leon. For this purpose, they threw in amongst
die advanced posts, bulletins, manifestoes, and

proclamations, which announced the occupation

of Westphalia, the rupture of Bavaria and Wur-

temberg, with France, and a crowd of similar

events, most likely to induce the Germans be-

longing to the garrison of Dantzic to escape
from a place, where a longer tay would, in

some degree, place them in a state of rebellion

against their own Governments. To these pro-

clamations, and many others addressed to the

Poles, Neapolitans, and even to the French them-

selves, were annexed the reports by the Prince

of Schwartzenberg, the Prince Royal of Sweden*
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and Marshal Blucher, of the victories gained in

Bohemia, Prussia, Silesia, and Saxony. Notwith-

standing the orders of the Governor were, to

burn those placards before they could be read,

they came to the knowledge of many of the sol-

diers at the advanced posts, and, in spite of every

precaution, their contents were circulated amongst
the garrison ; by some, received with indifference ;

by others, with consideration; and producing in

their first effects a kind of distrust, which ren-

dered the officers cautious in employing the Gerr

mans. Almost every morning it was perceived, at

either one post or another, that some one of the

foreign troops had deserted. The strength of the

garrison was by these means impaired, while

the numbers of the enemy were increased, and

the most alarming apprehensions were entertained,

that traitors and spies might be in the interior of

the city. Yet it must be allowed, to the honour

of the foreign troops, who were united with the

French for the defence of Dautzic, that if a few

amongst them, after the orders which had been

intimated to them, in the name of their Sove-

reigns, quitted the garrison, yet to the last mo-
ment they did not cease to give proofs of their

bravery and fidelity ; nor did they ever give up

any of the posts confided to their care.. As to

the others, who formed the greater part, they
refused constantly to abandon the French, to

whom they were strongly attached by having

participated for more than a year in their greatest

misfortunes, and most dangerous enterprises.

H
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There is, in adversity, a kind of sacred fel-

lowship, an attractive and seducing power, which

those who have not been associates and fel-

low-sufferers, for a length of time, with the un-

fortunate, cannot suppose. It cannot, besides, be

denied, that the French soldier, by his manner,

character, and temper, easily accommodates him-

self to the taste of others : sprightly and animated

even in the midst of misfortunes, exciting admi-

ration by extraordinary valour, inspiring gaiety

by pleasant thoughts, and familiarly associating

with the inhabitant of the North or South, he

is a good and brave companion, prompt to assist,

easy of access, uniting the open manners of the

military man with the elegant politeness of the

gentleman.

The Russians incessantly laboured to raise their

batteries on the post of L'Etoile, and although

they were greatly disturbed by the balls which

were directed against them from the redoubts of

Frioul and Bischoffberg, they were able to com-

plete those fatal works. \ On the 20th of October,

they fired an immense quantity of howitzers,

cannon, and bombs, on the city and its environs;

towards evening, a red hot ball fell in the mid-

dle of the place, and immediately a violent fire

burst forth ; the generale was beat, the troops
flew to the spot, and the inhabitants assisted to

stop the progress of the flames. It was not now
as it had been in the first conflagration, merely
the destruction of deserted houses, or isolated

villages ; the magazines were now burning, where
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the garrison had lodged their only hopes of future

subsistence ; the buildings, in which were heaped

up the riches and valuable property of Dantzic ;

those invaluable depots, where the traders had

deposited their merchandise ;
in fact, the city

itself, buildings and inhabitants, were threatened

with destruction from the devouring flames, whose

prodigious fury was increased by heaps of com-

bustible matter, enormous piles of ship timber,

firs, deals, and magazines of hemp ; yet, by the

most enthusiastic exertions, labour, and activity,

the garrison was able to preserve the French

magazines ; and, by using fire-engines, served

without distinction, by the soldiers, citizens, and

even the general officers, they succeeded in ex-

tinguishing this dreadful fire. The attempt which

the enemy had made from the batteries of Ohra,

encouraged him to continue the bombardment.

His artillery was principally directed against

those quarters where the garrison had established

their principal magazines ; bombs and red hot

balls were constantly passing through the air ;

the artillery of the ramparts answered with fury
to this bombardment, and fired regularly three

thousand cannon shot within the twenty-four
hours : each day, the Russians opened new bat-

teries, which played pot only on the city, but on

the redoubts which protected the approaches to

it, and on the very last posts the besieged re-

tained without the walls. By these means, they

were enabled to command, on the heights of

Schidlitz> the position the French a* yet retained
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in that suburb, and to pierce every part of the

works of Stoltzenburgh and the redoubt of Frioul

with balls. As to the suburb of Ohra, which was

overlooked by the post of L'Etoile, the sides and

summit of which were covered with artillery,

there was not a single house left entire ;
and yet,

although the besiegers were in possession of almost

all the surrounding heights, from which they

showered down cannister shot upon the French

posts, yet they were defended with the greatest

sang-froid and bravery ; and at times the enemy
wras attacked with success in his positions,

and

purchased dearly their possession. [On the 27th

of October,] at midnight, the Russians, who had

possessed themselves of all the posts of Schidlitz

and Stoltzenburgh, were repulsed by the Chief of

Battalion Carre ; under the orders of that officer,

the intrepid Captain Le Clerc drove the besiegers

from the barrier of Schidlitz. Three times the

enemy retook, and as often was beat out of the

post of Pichon. At the point of day, the French

had retaken the positions they had occupied the

day before, with the exception of those works

the Russians had destroyed, despairing any longer
to hold them against such an enemy. In the

mean time, the bombardment of Dantzic kindled

in that unfortunate city a new fire, more rapid

and disastrous than the former one. While the

troops of the garrison were endeavouring to ex-

tinguish it, the enemy, with the intention of

causing a diversion, which would deprive the

place of such assistance as might save it from



61

total destruction, made an impetuous attack, and

gained possession of the advanced works of the

redoubt Frioul, where fifty men chose rather to

perish than surrender! and, as a part of the

garrison made a sortie to regain this important

post, and to drive the enemy from the ramparts,
the fire, left, unrestrained, to exercise all its fury,

caused the most frightful disasters. The maga-
zines, where the besieged had preserved their last

resources, were quickly consumed ;
and the burn-

ing roofs of these vast edifices falling in, buried

under their ruins the inestimable heaps of flour

and corn which had been preserved, and left

the city a prey to all the horrors of famine. It

would be impossible for the imagination to de-

pict the horrible situation of the feeble garrison

of Dantzic, which fifty thousand men, assisted

by fire in every shape, attacked without relaxa-

tion : a prey to the miseries of their present situa-

tion, yet were their future prospects still more

gloomy and frightful. To make head against

the multitude of dangers, which all at once as-

sailed them, our soldiers were only relieved

from one post, to march to another; nor could

they find repose after the fatigues of a sortie*

before they were obliged to sustain the fury of an

assault ; fighting during the day under the burn-

ing heat of a summer's sun ; in the night, by
the light of the flames; they only quitted their

arms, to go and repair the dykes, broken down

by irruptions of the sea, or to extinguish fires,

bursting out in different places, from the



62

f bombs and Congreve rockets. And jet, (

sooth and alleviate their misery, the hope of a

speedy deliverance was denied them ; the salutes

of artillery, which announced in.the Russian camp
the victories of the Coalesced Powers, the official

reports, and the information of some confidential

persons, who gave details of these advantages,
too plainly taught the garrison, that no choice

was left but captivity or death. But, to fill

up the measure of the distresses of the besieged,

to complete the evils they had to endure, that

nothing should be wanting to the glory of their

defence, they were doomed to experience the ex-

treme rigours of famine. The provisions had

been nearly exhausted ; for some time only horses

and domestic animals remained ; and the distri-

butions, which were every day made with the

most rigid ooconomy, having been supplied from

the magazines which were consumed, the besieged

were deprived of every means of subsistence.

The citizens of Dantzic, sacrificed to the de-

fence of the place, experienced still more severely

these cruel privations; yet the burning of the

magazines, belonging to the garrison, was in

some degree of service to them ;
for these wretched

people, perishing for want of food, spread them-

selves on every side, like voracious animals, upon
the smoking ruins of the public buildings,

where they dug up from amongst the burning

ashes, provisions half consumed by the flames,

and thus found the means of prolonging life in

the bosom of destruction. In this situation so
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deplorable, when existence appeared a burden

almost too heavy to bear, the besieged, called

every hour by the sound of the generale, were

obliged to defend the ramparts and advanced

posts,
there to engage with a robust enemy, not

enervated by disease, and who received in his

camp abundance of every kind of provisions from

the neighbouring countries, and people now

friendly to the cause of the Coalesced Powers.

But at the moment v. lien the defenders of

Dantzic, physically exhausted by absolute want,

and warlike vigils, appeared no longer capable
'

of resistance, they gave a proof of daring bold-

ness, which would seem surprising in warriors

whom reverses had not overwhelmed, and whose

enterprises had never been counteracted by mis-

fortune. The besieged formed the idea of select-

ing oat of the whole garrison ONE HUNDRED
MEN, whose pre-eminent intrepidity was indis-

putably allowed, and whose constancy and calm*

ness, in the midst of dangers, had been univer-

sally acknowledged. These heroes, chosen from

amongst the brave, formed a band, which they
called the Free Company, and devoted them-

selves to actions the most rash and dangerous.

According to the regulations of their association,

they were bound to surprise at night the enemy's

posts, to introduce themselves into their camps, to

carry off their Chiefs and Generals, even in the

midst of their tents and guards, to destroy the

works of the besiegers uuder the yery fire of the



64

batteries, to spike their artillery, intercept their

convoys, and, in a word, to make the most despe-

rate and decisive attempts.

The heroes of this self-devoted corps would re-

cal to our recollection the remembrance of those

haughty Arabs, who, at the command of the old

man of the mountain, thought themselves happy
in going to brave inevitable death, by striking

their victims, in the middle of the mighty armies

which the east and west then poured forth; if

we could rank men, whose souls were inspired

by the love of glory, with those fanatic disciples

of a crafty impostor. The first achievement of

the Free Company equalled the expectation its

institution excited. As soon as the shades of

night had enveloped the surrounding country, our

hundred heroes embarked in light skiffs at the

mouth of the Vistula, and silently coasted along
those banks, where, in former days, adventurers

as daring as themselves, those piratical Kings
and warriors of Scandinavia, sailed along to visit

those fortresses, bathed by the mighty waves of

the Baltic and Northern Ocean, to seek for ad-

ventures of love or war. At midnight, the Free

Company landed at the village of Bousac, occupied

by two thousand of the enemy's troops. Having
pot the sentinels to death, they made a dreadful

slaughter of all the soldiers they could meet,
burned the magazines, destroyed a part of the

artillery, and, loaded with booty, returned to the

bank* of the river; J>ut a sudden squall had
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driven off their barks, which, tossed by the winds,

floated far from the reach of those heroes. De-

prived of a passage by water, they had no other

resource but to regain by land the walls of

Dantzic, across a number of leagues of country,

covered with Russian armies, who closed up

every avenue. But those men, endowed with cou-

rage superior to the greatest perils, had vowed to

encounter every obstacle. They marched all night
over a hostile country, beset with dangers and

difficulties ; in one place, they had to fight with

detachments of the enemy's forces, scattered

through the fields ; in another, they had by stra-

tagem to pass through numerous battalions
; they

had rocks to climb, rivers to cross, and intrench-

incuts and barriers to scale ; yet, after peforming
deeds which are almost incredible, they entered the

city at eight o'clock in the morning, where their

fellow-soldiers listened with avidity to the romantic

recital of their glorious career. It has been

already related, that during the fire in Dantzic,

the enemy had attacked the redoubts of that

place, and that part of the garrison had made a

sortie to protect them ;
here again the exploits

of the Free Company claim our admiration. The

hundred warriors who composed it, supported by
one hundred more soldiers, wished to retake from

the Russians the advanced past of the redoubt

Frioul, of which they had gained possession ; they

silently marched to the foot of this post, climbed

up the heights, and darting over the p-allisadoes,

shewed themselves at once to the a4oniheJ
1
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enemy ; one hundred and fifty men were put to

the sword, the remainder were made prisoners.

After this signal advantage, and the success

obtained to the north of the city, where a mur-

derous fire of musquctry swept off entire ranks

of the enemy, Count Heudelet gave orders that

these harassed troops should return into the city,

when the sound of arms, shouting and cries,

announced to him, that the French were seriously

engaged towards Schidlitz and Stoltzenburgh. It

was one o'clock in the morning, and no objects

could be distinguished but by the light of houses

burning here and there over the country, or where

a momentary gleam appeared from the streams

of fire, which marked the course of the Congreve
rockets through the air. Count Heudelet was

informed, that the besieged were repulsed in

these two suburbs, and that they had retreated

under the protection of the neighbouring batteries.

The General immediately sent to require from

the city all the disposable troops, and at the

same tine ordered the first demi-brigade to march

out of the fortress of Bischoff'berg. These forces

formed a junction, but the darkness of the night
was so great, that Generals Heudelet and Grand-

jean, nut being able to form an opinion of the

number or position of the enemy, waited until

the break of day, that they might act with more

precision and effect. As scon as the dawn of

morning had thrown a feeble li^ht over the

country, General De Villiers received orders to

retake the post on the right of Schidlitz, which

the enemy had obtained; and General Breissand
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w:ts directed to march into Schidlitz and Stolt-

zenhurgh, and to draw up before the fort of Bis-

choffberg. General Breissand marched forward,

and drove the enemy from the trenches he had

made during" the night, upon an extent of two

hundred foists, on a parallel with the fort of

Bischoffberg, and retook all the posts they had

occupied ; but the Russians, considerably rein-

forced attacked General Breissand; that able Officer

was to have been supported by General De Villiers,

but the length and difficulty of the roads retarded

Ins progress, and exposed General Breissand's

,corps alone to the enemy's attack. His situation

did not alarm him ; he ordered a general charge,
and the engagement begun. In a moment after,

Genera! De Villiers attacked, and carried by main

force the posts to the right ; the Russians were

repulsed from the plain of Stoltzenburgh ; but, in

the moment of his success, the brave General

Breissand was mortally wounded ; to replace him,

General Heudelet sent the Chief of his Staff,

Colonel Quesnel ; that Officer, full of enthusiasm,

activity and honour, possessed, in an eminent

degree, the power of exciting the ardour of his

companions in arms, by the example of his valour and

the eloquence of his language ; although asyet young,
he had seen fifteen years of active service, and,

by his noble and daring conduct during the siegey

added lustre to the military reputation he had

before acquired, in the Campaigns of Italy, Spain,
and the North, The Russians abandoned the

posts of Srh id Sit/ and Stoltzenburgh, to the

brilliant boldness of our troop*.
'

tt on the following
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day they threw themselves on the latter suburb,

with eight hundred men
; seventy French troops,

who defended it, retreated to the gates of Schidlitz.

General Husson perceiving this retrograde move-

ment, drew two hundred and eighty men from

different positions, at whose head he rushed on

Stoltzenburgh, but he was suddenly stopped by a

long and deep trench, which the enemy had

hastily dug up, and furnished with numerous

troops, protected by artillery. Those obstacles

were insurmountable, and the General was obliged
to retire under the Fort of Bischoffberjj, towards

which the Russians began immediately to carry
on their trenches.

The Governor perceived that it would be useless

to persist in retaking posts, which the enemy,
six times more numerous, attacked without

respite ; he, therefore, left only a cordon of troops

round the city, to observe the manoeuvres of the

besiegers, and to disturb their advanced posts,

by a continued fire of musketry, and perpetual

skirmishing. Meantime, famine was wasting

away the garrison and citi/ens of Dantzic.

The most vile and disgusting food was bought
at an enormous price, and devoured with avidity.

Every morning hand-barrows were employed
to carry off those unfortunate people, who pe-

rished in the streets through absolute want ; but

without detailing those dreadful scenes of horror

and despair, the imagination may conceive whnt

was the situation of Danlzic, when two women



C9

were taken up for selling human flesh,
* and it

was deemed cruel in the Governor to put a stop

to this infernal traffic. Nor can it hardly he

supposed, that after an engagement it vas found

necessary to inter the dead, to save their bodies

from the voracity of the besieged, who eagerly

strove to seize on this execrable food ! It was in

such a state of misery, when a single house did

not remain in the city, which had not been ravaged

by fire, or injured by bombs or balls, that the

Senate of Dantzic, in the hope of saving the in-

habitants from total destruction and despair, pre-

sented the following address to Count Rapp.

"
Sir,

" All Europe bears testimony to your exploits ;

"Victory has called you from the frozen summit of

the Alps to the burning sands of Egypt, from

the borders of the Nile to the banks of the

Danube and the Spree, and from the fields

watered by the Tagus to the shores of the Baltic.

Your name, Sir, is connected with all the successes,

which, for twenty-five years, have attended the

French arms
;

and your eighteen wounds are

witnesses, that you have been ever ready to sa-

crifice your life to the duties of your noble profes-

sion. After having done so much for glory, will

you not, Sir, deign to yield a little to the cause

of humanity ? for surely you cannot gather more

laurels amidst those walls, where only the cypress
is seen steeped iu our blood, and bedewed with

* It was made up ;.s sausages !
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our tears. The losses, the privations, the mis-

fortunes of every kind, we have borne with pa-
tience nd resignation for your cause, allow

us, perhaps, the privilege of being favourably

heard, at those critical moments, when our city

is menaced with total destruction, should you

longer determine to defend it. It is not from this

siege we are to date our sufferings ;
a former siege,

Sir, sustained against yourself, had already an-

nihilated the prosperity of these countries
;
since

that period, submissive to your government, we
have repaid, by innumerable proofs of obedience,

devotion and fidelity, the solemn promise made
to us, to protect our industry, our commerce,
and the independence of our laws. Yet for these

six years, our porl, once so flourishing, which

opened to us the riches of a successful commerce,
has been, by order of your Sovereign, closed against
those Powers with whom he was at war. Our
vessels have perished in this fatal inaction, our

magazines are now no more opened to the chances

of a lucrative exportation, and every source of

our prosperity has decayed away.

"
Daut/ic, fallen from its commercial rank, and

deprived of the honours of its flag, has not re-

mained less attached to France
; although, instead

of its counting-houses, its ware-houses, and its

pacific speculations, it only exhibits the appearance
of a depot for arms, and immense preparations for

war, to which we have contributed with allour means;

and when, Sir, the elements conspired to destroy

your grand army, dispersed its remains, and
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delivered them to an enemy emboldened by its

disasters; when the people betrayed you in your

passage, Dantzic remained faithful, and hastened,

by an hospitable reception and disinterested cares

to soften the sufferings, and sooth the disasters of

your sick soldiers. An epidemic disease met our

generous efforts ; and, without a murmur at the

cause of our grief, we wept over twelve thousand

of our fellow-citizens, who perished by contagion.

This city was, in the mean time, besieged by the

Russians, and your measures of defence called on

our part for immense sacrifices; all private pro-

perty was converted to public use; we possessed

nothing we did not share, or rather exclusively

deliver, to the urgent wants of your hospitals and

your garrison ;
and yet. Sir, what complaints have

we preferred, or what remonstrances have we

made, during the long exercise of those destruc-

tive requisitions ? But, alas! Sir, these are but the

smallest of our evils ; for after having lost our

fortunes, we still have banishment or death to

dread. A part of the inhabitants of this mourn-

ing city were driven from their fire-sides, aban-

doned to the mercy of public pity ; others, victims

of the evils of a rigorous seige, regret that they
were not included in that sad proscription. The

Russians, after having burned down our suburbs,

showered a destroying fire, and burning bails upon
our city. The dykes which restrained the fury of

the waves have been burst open \ the river which

bathes our ramparts has sapped their shattered

foundations, and opened a passage for its waves
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through our ruined habitations. Kven, Sir, at the

moment we lay before you our miseries, forty
batteries belonging- to the enemy, directed day and

night against the circle of our walls, vomit

forth terror and death amongst us. The father

is struck in the middle of his family, and often

the entire family disappears amidst the crash of

burning ruins, which engulph them in their fall.

At every moment, new fires excite new alarms,

and, in this eventful state, the living cannot

reckon on a single day of existence. Yet it is in

vain that the remainder of our population hope
to escape from the fatal explosion of the bomb,

by flying for refuge to the subterraneous parts of

our dwellings ; another danger not less frightful

pursues them. Famine, more horrible than any
other evil, multiplies scenes of grief and rage,
which the most inflexible Conqueror must shudder

to behold. But no, the groans, the piercing shrikes,

the last sighs of so many wretched beings, a prey
to all the tortures of despair, and to the con-

vulsions of a violent death, will not be lost to our

rause ! they will eloquently plead for a dying

people ; you, Sir, will hear them, and you will

nave those victims, \vho yet survive so many

scourged. Do not fear, able and courageous Ge-

neral, that the surrender of those wails can betray

irresolution ; an heroic resistance for eleven

months, perpetual combats, the fury of which,

even night itself had not the power to suspend ;

actions and deeds, emulative of fabulous times

would justify the necessity of the act, if it could

require it.



" Besides, Sir, it is not the power of the enemy
that will reduce the city; it is not even to the

force of disease, inundations, or famine, that

you will have yielded our ramparts : no, Sir, our

misfortunes, our tears, and our prayers alone,

could have conquered you. Invincible to force,

you will be subdued by pity ;
and this one act of a

feeling heart will raise a more splendid trophy
to your fame, than all the victories you have

gained/'

Count Rapp heard this address, but he still

persisted in the defence of the place.

. The 1 1th of November, the Free Company
issued from the city, at two hours after midnight,

and precipitated themselves into the trench

the enemy had dug before Wemberg ;
one hundred

and forty Russians were put to the sword. Ten

desperate enterprises of this kind were attempted
with success by those brave and determined warriors,

many amongst whom lost their lives. Lieutenant

Connard was wounded in it for the twentieth

time. M. Rosey gave, in the foremost ranks, proofs
of the most extraordinary courage. From the

llth to the 28th of November, there were every

day continued skirmishes, and an incessant can-

nonade kept up. Twenty batteries, armed with a

hundred and twenty pieces of cannon, played

continually on the post of Bischoffberg ;
all the

other redoubts of the enemy were equally formi-

dable. The situation of the besieged now became

such, that resistance became culpable, not only

K
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in the eyes of humanity, but according to the

most ngorous principles of war; for the Go-

vernor could no longer plead, in justification of

his inflexibility, any of those motives which had

at first engaged him to sustain the siege of

Dantzic. He had defended that city because

immense magazines had been deposited there, but

which, the fire had totally consumed. It had been

defended as a place of refuge for those soldiers

who would have perished had they a longer march
to sustain

; but the greater part of those men
had already lost their lives, and a capitulation was
the only hope of safety left for the remainder. Its

defence wa* undertaken in order to injure the

enemy on his retreat, under the supposition that

Napoleon would have been victorious; but, after

the most serious conflicts, that Captain had re-

passed the Rhine with the shattered remains of the

grand army.

In such a state, what advantage could be proposed
in a longer resistance ? To preserve a heap of

ruins and tombs; to annihilate the wretched in-

habitants of a city, which owed to the French the

calamities which overwhelmed it, and even to

complete the destruction of the French themselves,

without serving the cause of their Emperor. Still

less could it benefit their country, already too much

afflicted by the loss of so many thousands of her

children, fallen in the plains of Moscovy, Poland,

Prussia, and Saxony. All those considerations, at

length, prevailed in the mind of General Rapp,
over a resolution which would have been fatal.
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The Governor and his Garrison had done all that

could be expected from the most intrepiti soldier*,

and all that remained was to procure honourable

terms.

The Convention concluded between his Royal

Highness the Prince of Wurtemberg and Count

Rapp, was in substance, that the phice should be

surrendered on the first of January, if it was not

relieved before that period.

The Garrison to march out with the honors of

war.

That it should preserve six hundred pieces of

artillery and all its baggage, and should return to

France, under the condition of not serving against

the Allies for a year and a day.

As soon as this Convention had been signed, the

Prince of Wurtemberg demanded from the Gover-

nor those soldiers of the Garrison who belonged
to the different Coalesced Powers. Count Rapp
not having any motive to refuse, agreed to this

claim
; and, in consequence, the Bavarians and

other Foreigners, whose Sovereigns had declared

war against the Emperor Napoleon, separated

from the French.

Their parting was affecting ; those brave men
vowed eternal esteem and friendship, which, they

declared, no political dissensions should interrupt ;

they all embraced their companion* on taking leave,
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and many Exchanged swords. At the bead of the

Bavarians was Colonel Butler, an Officer whose

heart was the seat of every virtue that could adorn

a soldier. Thus parted those valiant men, worthy
of appreciating each other's merit

; and, endeared

by mutual esteem, they separated ; and, faith-

ful to the commands of their Sovereigns, went

to fight those, whose fellow-soldiers they had

been. Meantime, the French yielded to the hope
of once more returning to their homes, and for-

getting, in the bosom of their families, the mis-

fortunes they had experienced. A few days only
were to elapse, according to the regulations of

the Convention, before they should pursue their

route towards their beloved France : every one

was with delight making preparations, and only

waited the expected signal; when the General

received a letter from the head quarters of the

Russians, wXich announced, that the Emperor
Alexander had refused to ratify that Article which

allowed the French to return to France. That

Monarch demanded that they should be sent into

Russia, as prisoners of war.

This intelligence shocked the French, who were

at once, from the sweetest prospect hope could

form, plunged into the most gloomy despair ; for

what alternative could be more dreadful than

a severe captivity, amidst the frozen climes of

Moscovy, and, after such indescribable fatigues, un-

exampled dangers and misfortunes, more almost
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than human strength was capable of supporting-,

to be obliged to march, during a rigorous season;

and into these very countries where so many of

their countrymen had perished, by the severity of

a cold and inhospitable climate !

The ide*. of such a termination to their suf-

ferings wounded* the pride of the besieged ; they

formed the resolution of issuing out with

arms in their hands, and dying upon the bodies

of their enemies, whose Sovereign had violated

the laws of nations, and broken a treaty, to which

a Prince, his General, had subscribed his name.

In the bitterness of adversity, and the anguish of

despair, those severe complaints and insulting

reproaches were not surprising. Yet the Russian

Monarch alleged, in justification of his refusal to

ratify the Convention, the conduct of Napoleon,
who, in opposition to a similar treaty, signed with

the Garrison of Thorn, had compelled the sol-

diers who composed it to serve before the ex-

piration of the time agreed on.

If such was the case, General Rapp and the

Garrison of Dant/ic could only accuse their Emperor
himself, for the severe terms which formed the

basis of a second capitulation ; which, however,
it was necessary to agree to, in order to stop
the fury and arrett the vengeance of those soldiers

who remained in the garrison, and, prompted by

despair, determined to seek a period to their

woes, at the point of the sword. But they had

sufficiently proved how little they feared the
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greatest dangers; and, in their deplorable state,

there was more bravery in supporting existence

than in meeting death. They therefore marched
out of the city, which had been almost beaten down
around them, and, in quitting it, passed over an

immense fosse, which had served as a cemetery

daring the siege, and where above forty thousand

bodies had been interred.

There for ever their friends reposed, whilst

they set out, doomed to submit to a melancholy
exile on the borders of the Nieper and the Volga.
Yet they received from the inhabitants of tiiose

countries the most soothing attentions, and the

most affecting testimonies of their kindness and

benevolence. Even in those distant climes, the

bravery and misfortunes of the defenders of Dantzic

were known, and their renown inspired every breast

with a veneration for those heroes, which rendered

their misfortunes sacred. The people every where

contended for the pleasure of affording them

all those sweet and soothing consolations, which

could soften or alleviate the sorrows of suffering cap-

tivity. The return of the Bourbons, and of peace
soon after, brought with them their freedom, and at

last their expectations have not been deceived. Al-

ready they behold the rivers and hills of their be-

loved country ; they once more revisit those beautiful

fields, which plenty and the blessings of Heaven
have covered with abundance, and which the

devastations of war seem not to have sullied.
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Intrepid Sons of France, you, whose daring deeds

and unshaken constancy have been admired

during a siege, in which Fortune exhausted on you
all her vengeance, at length forget all your reverses

and your sorrows, in the calm leisure of an all-

healing peace; or rather preserve for ever the

remembrance of the miseries and disasters which

war had caused around you, in order to feel more

impressively this maxim THAT HOWEVER DAZ-
ZLING THE ILLUSIVE SPLENDOR MAY BE,
WHICH SURROUNDS THE WEIGHTY TRO-
PHIES OF THE CONQUEROR, A PEACEFUL
AND PATERNAL SOVEREIGN CAN ALONE CON-
STITUTE THE HAPPINESS OF HIS PEOPLE.
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